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Friday Book Report

By MENNO DUERKSEN

Press-Scimitar Staff wWriter -

i Most Americans would re-
¢« ¢oil with horror at the idea
of a military junta aiming
cannon at the White House
and taking over the U.S.
government, South America
~ style, but if we may believe
a retired Air Force colonel

< named L. Fletcher Prouty, it

has already happened in
Washington, without the
guns. ’
ening factor is that Prouty
has the
credentials,
having
served for
nine years
as contact
man be
tween the
Central
Intelligone
Ace*cy and”
the  Penta-
gon, plus a
well documented 400 pages
to back up the sub-title of his
new book, “The CIA and its
allies in control of the United
‘States and the world.”
The book is “The Secret
R Hal] Inc

I-4\.Cvu DIGL0 as rocod
“Secret Team,” to denote a
tightly knit team of powerful
men {rom the CIA, the Na-
tional Sccurity Council and

“th Pentagon which, he
states, has conspired,
maneuvercd and organized
para-military operations to
tighten _its stranglehold on
U.S. government policy.
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Prouty not only charges
that it was this Secret team
which manuevered the U.S,
into the Vietnam war but
hints that the group may
have played a part in the
“assassination  of President
John Kennedy after it learn-
ed thal Kennedy planned to
1le<‘.tmy the ST,

S0 alarming are the
ch"u”cs made by Prouty

hat a reader is tempted to

’MORMODF\;IH a work of fic-
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The disturbing and fright-

ivel

tion rather than fact, but on
page after page one is con-
stantly reminded that this is
real history the author is
talking about.

“The conflict in Vietnam
stands as a costly and fright-
ening example of how the
U.S. military force can be
drawn into an operation in
pursuit of the unconvention-
al para-military activities of
the CIA,” writes Prouty.

Prouty rerces in on the
late Allen Dulles, director of
CIA for eight years, as the
man who did the most to
change the CIA from its
orwm’xl and only legally as-
signed task of coordmatmg
mtell)gence into an agency
up to its ears in creating
revolutions, changing gov-
ernments and changing his-
-fory.

Prouty points to Dulles’
own book, “The Craft of
Intelligence,” published in
1061 after he retired, as, ‘“no
more than a final compila-
" tion of all the soothing syrup

T and old wives tales Allen

Dulles concocted and pour-
red over the fevered brows of
| men in high office for 25
—~| years.’

One of the most devastat-
ing charges made by Prouty

; Is that the so-called “.lllc-
“gal’ release of the “Pentagon
¢ Papers’” was actually engi-
- neered by the CIA itself, in
an efiort to disengage that
agency frem responqlbmw
for the Vietnam war,
"It is quite fantastic to
_ find people like Daniel Flls-
berg being charged with
; r_olcnsing official  secrets
_ simply because the labels on
a piece of paper said “Top
Secret,’ when the substance
of many of the words written
on those papers was patently
untrue and no more than a
cover story, Except for the
fact that they were official
lies, these papers had no
basis in fact,”" writes
Prouty,
Prouty charges that Dulles
himsell, while director of the
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CIA, leaked to the press

'many stories taken from

“Top Secret” files when
such leaking served his pur-
pose.

Prouty points eut that
when the CIA was first form-
ed, under a law signed by
the late President Harry
Truman, it was given by law
only one task, the coordina-
tion of intelligence, and was
never even authorized to col-
lect intelligence.

He then quotes Truman as
saying, a few days after the
assassination of President
Kennedy, in 1963, “‘For some
time I have been disturbed
by the way the CIA has been
diverted from its original
assionment, It has become
an operduonal and at times
a policy-making arm. of the
Government, I never had
any thought when I set up
the CIA that it be injected
into peace-time cloak and-
dagger operations.”’

The former president then
added that the CIA had be-
come” a symbol of sinister
and mysterious intrigue.”

“Who knows what

thoughts passed through his .

(Traman’s) mind during
those thirty days from Nov.
2, to Dec. 22, in 1963,
thoughts that led him to write
those powerful and inlense
words?” asks Prouty.

Turning to Kennedy and
that assassination, Prouty
writes that the young Presi-
dent had been
scorched by the Bay of Pigs
incident and after determin-
inz that the CTA had been re-

sponsible for the cntire fias-

co, bringing universal world

condemnation of the U.S.,.

Kennedy vowed that,
“Sometime during his admin-
istration the genie of
clandestine operationg would
have to he put back into the
bottle.”

Then, turning to the assas-
pination itsell, Prouty
Avrites, “Tor those who have
tbeen unable to accept the
one-man theory of the \u\l-

thoroughly

Stertling ﬂmrg@s Leveled at *Secret Team
| Maehme

"evidence more than enough
“pressure from any one of
several groups, or their
more radical sub-groups, to
support the germ of the idea
that a sinister conspiracy
may have arisen from these
gpressures. For these groups
; realized that Kennedy wa
gaining real knowledge, exj
perience and political power
and that he had to be re-
moved from office before
winning the inevitable man-
date from the U.S. public
which was certain to be his
in 1964.”

Prouty states that it was
Allen Dulles who had a large
hand in the writing of the
Warren Report.
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Then, writes Prouty, “The

Secret Team machine,
always at its most active
and insidious best in adver-
sity, surged forward in the
post-Kennedy wvoid, The
record shows that Johnson
(President Johnson) almost
never said no.”

Prouty states that the CIA
and the ST played a decisive
role in historic events in Jor-
dan, Guatamala, the Philip-
pines, Indonesia and the Do-
minican Republic, as well as
its well-known roles in the
Bay of Pigs fiasco and, final-
ly, Vietnam.

Some of these operations,
when uncovered by the coun-
Iries involved, resulted in
the U.S. government being
forced {0 pay blackmail (s
the tune of millions, often in
military equipment, all with-
out the U.S, public being in-

'+ formed,
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Keeping the U.S. public in

the dark abaut these opera-
tions, under the guise of *‘se-
cumy "was all really a big
joke, savs Prouty, l)LC(lU‘L
all the world, including Rus-
sia and China, always knew
what was going on,

continug?




